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Threading Systems - Star Work Coverlets 

 

Basic Star Block Design - For comparison purposes, I am using a 6 block star 

motif. 

 

 
 

 

Opposites - Each pattern block is threaded on consecutive shafts which are in 

opposite sheds to the other pattern blocks. 
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Odd Tied - Pattern shafts combined with alternate tie-down shafts, odd number 

of threads per unit in pattern block. 

 

 
 

Even Tied - Pattern shafts combined with alternate tie-down shafts, even number 

of threads per unit in pattern block. 
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Modified Opposites - Each pattern block is threaded on nonconsecutive shafts.  

The two shafts are in an opposite shed to the other pattern blocks. 

 

 
 

 

Modified Opposites Tied - Each pattern block is threaded on 2 consecutive shafts. 

One shaft overlaps the previous block and the other shaft overlaps the following 

block.  Each group of threads on pattern shafts is separated by alternate tie-down 

shafts. 
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Opposites Tied with One Treadle - Each pattern block is threaded on consecutive 

shafts which are in opposite sheds to the other pattern blocks. Each group of 

threads on pattern shafts is separated by an alternate tie-down shaft.  One 

treadle tied to an alternate tie-down shaft is used for each pattern block 

 
 

Opposites Tied with Two Treadles - - Each pattern block is threaded on 

consecutive shafts which are in opposite sheds to the other pattern blocks. Each 

group of threads on pattern shafts is separated by alternate tie-down shafts.  Two 

treadles, each tied to an alternate tie-down shaft, are used for each pattern block. 
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Even Tied Variation - Each block is threaded on both tie-down shafts instead of 

alternating tie-down shafts, similar to a summer & winter threading. 

 

 
 

Even Tied Variation One Tie-Down - Each pattern shaft is threaded with both a 

tie-down on shaft one and shaft two, similar to a summer & winter threading.  

However all the treadles are tied up to only one tie-down shaft. 
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List of 19th Century Pennsylvania Weaver's Pattern Manuscripts 

 with Star Work Drafts 
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