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My Family Coverlets



Nancy Rawson
• Nancy looking at coverlet as part 

of the Pikes Peak Weavers Guild 
Project to document the 
Colorado Springs Pioneer 
Coverlet Collection. See for more 
info: 
http://pikespeakweavers.org/ht
ml/coverlets/index.html

http://pikespeakweavers.org/html/coverlets/index.html


Why Collect Coverlets

•Appreciation

•Curiosity

•Comparison

•Association

•Acquisition



Design Elements

• Pattern

• Main

• Border

• Weave Structure

• Yarn

• Fringe



Nancy’s Coverlet Collection

• Collected from 1990 – 2010, one in 2014

• From a wide variety of states including: Vermont, 
Massachusetts, Maine, New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, California, Indiana, Maryland, New York, and 
Delaware.  This only indicates the states from which she 
purchased coverlets.

• Mainly Overshot, but also Summer & Winter and Double 
Weave, along with some Star Work and Block Twill



Nancy’s Documentation Sheets



Her Collection 

•Comparing one coverlet to another

•One pattern to another

•One weave structure to another



Evolution of a Motif



Two Designs – One Coverlet





Overshot -Pine Bloom Coverlet



Close-up of 
Pine Bloom 
Coverlet



Multi-Shaft Float Work 



Radiating pattern 
in red, dark blue, 
and mustard wool



Beiderwand – Star & Diamond



The Reverse Side



Star Work - Hearts



*Star work
*17 blocks
*19 shafts 
*Red & dark blue                 
wool against 
natural cotton 
ground





Leno Lace Fringe



Summer & Winter – Dark Side



The Light Side



Star Work - Hearts



Tied Beiderwand



Gebrochene Arbeit – Classical Twill Style





Double Weave with Snowballs



Dark blue wool
with natural cotton
No fringe



Double 
Weave -
Snow Flakes 
with Trees



Double Weave – Sorrel Blossom



Back Side – Change in Colors



Grouping of cross 
motifs 
with trunks added for 
the trees



Overshot Weave – Wheel Pattern



Tied Fringe – Woven Separately



Overshot Coverlet – Wheel Pattern



Tied Fringe

• Cotton & wool

• Fringe woven 
separately

• Tied in bundles 

• Sewn onto coverlet 

• Gathered around 
corners



Overshot Coverlet with Tied Fringe



• All cotton

• Fringe woven 
separately

• Tied in bundles 

• Sewn onto coverlet 

• Gathered around 
corners



Thanks to Nancy’s Curiosity


