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Family Coverlets



ñIf these objects could talk.ò

×Exploring 19th century Pennsylvania 
German extant coverlets as well as 
handwritten pattern and account 
manuscripts.

×In order to learn from these objects, we 
need to decipher the codes.



Codes

×Design elements of a coverlet

×Understanding number systems 
for threading drafts, tie-up, and 
treadling drafts



Extant Coverlets

What was 

woven



Pattern Manuscripts

Threading Draft Tie-Up

Jacob Angstadt manuscript, reproduced in Ruth Holroydôs book Jacob Angstadt His Diaber Book



Drawdown ïGraphic Representation



Match Coverlet to Drawdown/Draft

Coverlet Drawdown



What have I learned

Coverlet

ÅWhat was woven

ÅYarn used

ÅMotifs used for pattern

ÅWeave structure

Pattern Manuscript

ÅWho might have woven it

ÅWhen it might have been 
woven

ÅWhere it might have been 
woven



What have I learned

Coverlet

ÅThis coverlet was woven

ÅCotton and wool

ÅStar and Tulip motifs

ÅStar Work weave structure

Pattern Manuscript

ÅDavid Bender ïWestmoreland 
Co., moved to Iowa

ÅJacob Angstadt ïUnion Co., 
moved to Ohio

ÅBenjamin Delong ïBerks Co.

ÅJesse Marstellar - ? Co.



What is a Coverlet

Åa bed covering

Åwoven on a hand loom

Åby a weaver in the 18th

and19th century.

Stay At Home and Use Me Well Exhibit, National Museum of the 

American Coverlet, Bedford, Pennsylvania



Classification of Coverlets

ÅGeometric

ÅFigured & Fancy



Geometric
Packwood Coverlet Show 2007



Figured & Fancy
Packwood Coverlet Show 2007



Loom for Geometric Coverlets
Loom at the National Museum of the American Coverlet



Loom for Figured Coverlets
at the Smithsonian Museum



Close-up Jacquard Attachment



Legacy of Early Weavers

ÅHandwoven coverlets:

ÅWhat was woven.

ÅHandwritten pattern manuscripts:

ÅWho was weaving.

ÅWhere they weaving.

ÅWhen they might have been weaving.

ÅHandwritten weaverôs account book:
ÅWhat was woven, when, and for how much.



Design Elements

ÅPattern

ÅMain

ÅBorder

ÅWeave Structure

ÅYarn

ÅFringe

Walter Collection, Photographed by Ron Walter



What: Rose & Star ïPoint Twill Coverlet

Main pattern

Rose motif

Star motif

Tree border

Walter Collection, Photographed by Ron Walter



More info

Wool pattern fringe 

on two sides

Cotton warp fringe at bottom

Walter Collection, Photographed by Ron Walter



Jacob Biesecker - Biography

ÅBorn in 1806

ÅSon of Jacob (1782-1870) and his 
wife Catherine Mickely (1777-1874

ÅCashtown, Adams Co., 
Pennsylvania

ÅListed as weaver in 1850 
Pennsylvania Census, Adams Co. 
Franklin Twp.

ÅDied 1865



Jacob Biesecker

Geometric Coverlets Figured & Fancy Coverlets

Courtesy Winterthur Museum



Biesecker ïFigured & Fancy Coverlets

Double Weave Tied Weave/Beiderwand

Courtesy Winterthur Museum McClain Collection



Biesecker Manuscript
Star Work


